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December 12, 1950 


The President of the States 
The White House eee 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear wr. President, 


The usdersigned grow, designated by the Council 
ou Foreign Relations to study our country's reine. econemic 
reaponaibilities in Burope, have reached certaia conelusions 
regarding decisions sad actions now necessary. We are led to 


redeened only by ianediate enifiet axtticn nt ne 


&. A free world, diaumited is certain to fall 
Piecemesl voder the tyramnical peyer of Soviet teperialio. 


Be The nations compris: Sorth Atlant. 
ty Organisation today command gueh totally { i 
atlitary force thet tt is fair to sssume that only our present 


. d. We warn especially against dependence + 
payer sgreesents that do not reflect the determined will of 
cooperating peoples, speedily implemented by rapid crestion of 
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«Qu 


@. The Usited States aust not, wiler aay cirtume 
stances, accept national responatbility fer military cosmiad in 
Supope except as 8 consequence of the mabuni coafidence engendered 
dy a concrete progrem for the atbilisation of forces in orth 
eeopica.end iu West Heropean countries, backed by government 
Pledges of prompt execution. With thie saat go a satisfactory 
underétasding among the Horth Atleatic fact countries, and with 
the authorities of ‘eet Germsny, for the wee of the West Germs 
military potential in the common defense of veetera Europe. 


f. Gur ows national efforts can atialn sexinue 
effectivenese only if we: 


{i} Recognize thet we are te 5 state of national 
eeorgoucy. 


(2) Tell the people the bleak facts. ‘They wilt 
Feapend, 


- (3) Bepedite with al] possible argency tue placing 
ef ecdere for out atlitary requiremests, and for tines cf other 
nations willisg te ftgat with us, omphasising speed aad efficieacy 


(4) Produce ailitary forces at aeariaun spee?. and 
minimis cost uader ® system of universal silitery service, Hod 
wnild ug reserve forces 65 well as adequate atrength is being, 


(5) Station ia Barope, a9 4000 ae pousible, & 
strong United States ground force, step-by-step with the develop~ 
ment is the severe) cougtries of Vextera Europe of sgreed upon 
comparable forces, There should be special concern for the 
wtrength of the Ucited States gronusd forces during the early 
erilical yeare, 


(&) Provide at once, with aur sllies, adequate 
air buppert wod aaval forces capeble of controlling #04 lenge 
wherever our interests are involved, ‘Strategic alr strength 
whould be equel ta the demands of an effective bombingintteck 
im the event of wer, 


(7) Do all things that will profuce the strength 
neceebary ta tarry us through the teneione of an indefinite 
future, withoul wear if possible, but prepared to wage it effectively 
af it is thrust upon ws, Ce thie with full determination that 
whatever individiinil liberties we sacrifice te prodeee Gal 
malptaia neceseary force will be restored when the imelient 
danger of ftreign aggression sudbeides, 
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oe 
Believe ua to be, with much respect, 
Sinterely yours, 


femiiton Fist sraetrong 
Percy ¥. Bidwell 
William Siebold, Jr. 
Siles ¥. Sullea 

werd Mead gerle 
George ©, Franklin, dr, 
Walter HB. Nallery 
Stacy tay 

iether 8, fleving 

PRU tr 2, Peed 

Lisagey Segere 


Beary #. ¥riston 
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